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Reflection Response.
Quote:
“We argue that children succeed at words learning because they possess certain conceptual biases about the external world, the ability to infer the referential intentions of others and an appreciation of syntactic cues to word meaning” (Bloom & Markson, 1998).
Discussion: 
The text quoted above is the thesis for Paul and Loris' article that introduces us to their position on what makes children good at learning new words. The writers aim to help the readers of the article to understand the reasons as to why young children find it easier to learn new words. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, they outline the stages that children undergo throughout the learning process.  They also provide examples of the vocabularies that children find it easy to learn as their first words. Paul and Loris's arguments differ from the proposal that there are dedicated unique constraints in children that help them in the learning process. The writers also provide an explanation of the “fast mapping” method of learning words which shows that word learning is different from the learning of other aspects of language. Paul and Loris further to explain why children are likely to view a new word as an object as opposed to seeing it as parts of the object. They also refer to the theory that was proposed by Elizabeth to enlighten the reader on the very reasons why children treat words as objects. The two also provides the three cues that make most people interpret a collection of items and give them a single name.  Finally, they provide a summary and implications of their arguments.  


Critical questions: 
Can the learning of new words by children through organized learning be compared to the learning of words through overhearing of conversations? Do adults possess the same abilities as children when it comes to learning of new words? 


Reference
Bloom, P., & Markson, L. (1998). Capacities underlying word learning. Trends in cognitive sciences, 2(2), 67-73.
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